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How To Be Good at Tree ID

ÅRead and study, build a library

ÅObserve trees, tree parts

ÅLearn terminology

ÅVisit arboreta, botanical gardens, nurseries

ÅKey out a lot of trees at first



How To Be Good at Tree ID

ÅLearn genera, species will come later

ÅLearn families for common traits

ÅLearn what is found in your area

ÅLearn tree/forest ecology

ÅEnjoy doing it



Keying

ÅProcess of sorting, narrowing down choices

ÅFirst choices easy, later difficult

ÅLeaves, twigs (pith), buds, flowers, fruit, bark

ÅUsually either/or (dichotomous)

ïBroad leaved/scaly or needle

ïOpposite/alternate (or whorled)

ïSimple/compound (or both)

ÅIdeal key has all local flora, no non-local flora

ÅTeaches observation, terminology



Utah Tree Keys & ID Info

ÅGuide to the Trees of Utah and the Intermountain West,  

Kuhns ïnative and most introduced

ÅUSU Extension Forestry Web Resources ïextension. 

usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/UF_UtahTrees.htm

ÅUSU Tree Browser ïwww.treebrowser.org

ÅTrees of Utah, Brough & Weber ïUtah natives

ÅVascular Plants of Northern Utah, Shaw ïnative & 

many introduced

ÅA Utah Flora, Welsh et al. ïnative & many introduced; 

no illustrations

http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/UF_UtahTrees.htm
http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/UF_UtahTrees.htm
http://www.treebrowser.org/


Keying Criteria

ÅLeaf ïType, arrangement, composition, 

shape, margin, tip, base, surfaces

ÅTwig ïPith, buds, leaf scars, lenticels

ÅFlowers, fruit

ÅBark ïYoung and old

ÅOthers



Leaf Type



Leaf Arrangement (On Stem)



Leaf Composition

Palmately

Compound



Leaf Shape



Leaf Margins



Leaf Tips



Leaf Bases



Twig & Pith



Fruit



http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/TreeID/key1.htm

http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/TreeID/key1.htm





