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How To Be Good at Tree . ID

A Read and study, build a library

A Observe trees, tree parts

A Learn terminology

A Visit arboreta, botanical gardens, nurseries
A Key out a lot of trees at first



How To Be Good at Tree . ID

_earn genera, species will come later
_earn families for common traits
_earn what is found in your area
_earn tree/forest ecology

A Enjoy doing it

o To To o



Keying
D
A Process of sorting, narrowing down choices
A First choices easy, later difficult
A Leaves, twigs (pith), buds, flowers, fruit, bark

A Usually either/or (dichotomous)
I Broad leaved/scaly or needle
I Opposite/alternate (or whorled)
I Simple/compound (or both)

A ldeal key has all local flora, no non-local flora
A Teaches observation, terminology




Utah Tree Keys & ID Info

A Guide to the Trees of Utah and the Intermountain West,
Kuhns T native and most introduced

A USU Extension Forestry Web Resources i extension.
usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/UF_UtahTrees.htm

A USU Tree Browser | www.treebrowser.org
A Trees of Utah, Brough & Weber i Utah natives

A Vascular Plants of Northern Utah, Shaw i native &
many introduced

A A Utah Flora, Welsh et al. i native & many introduced:;
no illustrations



http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/UF_UtahTrees.htm
http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/UF_UtahTrees.htm
http://www.treebrowser.org/

Keying Criteria
D
A Leaf i Type, arrangement, composition,
shape, margin, tip, base, surfaces
A Twig 7 Pith, buds, leaf scars, lenticels
A Flowers, fruit
A Bark i Young and old
A Others
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Leaf Arrangement (On Stem)
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Leaf Composition

Bipinnately
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Ovate Lanceolate Cordate Elliptical Spatulate

Obovate Oblanceolate Obcordate

Peltate Cuneate Reniform Hastate

Leaf Shape



Leaf Margins
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Leaf Tips
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Leaf Bases
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Seed
L/é.} Endocarp Receptacle
wMesocarp Berry
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Multiple of
Achenes

(Platanus)

7 Pericarp
% (Fleshy Matrix)
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(Juglans)

(Quercus)  /p; .
Legume (Pod) (Pinus, Picea,
{Robinia, Cercis,
Gleditsia)

Capsule
(Catalpa,
Koelreuteria)

 swobilewith ~ ©)  Aggregate
Winged Nutlet of Follicles
(Betula) (Magnolia)

Multiple Fruit of
Small Drupes
(Morus)

(Carpinus)

' \ Aggregate \|
Samara  Samara Samara  of Samaras
(Ulmus) (Acer) (Fraxinus) (Liriodendron)
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® To use this key, click on the image that best fits the description of the tree you are trving to identify.
Although this 1s generally a dichotomous key, you will occasionally have three choices. Throughout the
key the most naportant diagnostic characteristics are seen in red. When the key brings vou to a species,
click on the fmal image for a photo and more information about the tree you have identified.

¢ Start by chiclking on the unage that represents the leaf type of the tree yvou are keving out.

Does the tree have leaves IDloes the tree have leaves that are small, scale-like or awl-shaped, and hng
that are needle-lilke, and  the twig; and frmt that 1s berrv-hke, often with a whitish, waxy covermg?

-

are usually evergreen? These are junipers.

Does the tree have leaves that are broad
and thin, and are deciduous (do not stay
green or stay on the tree overwinter) or

evergreen’?

http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/TreelD/ke



http://extension.usu.edu/forestry/UtahForests/TreeID/key1.htm
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You have selected a needle-like leaf type. Click on the image that best
represents the needles of your sample.

Are the needles arranged in Are the needles arranged singly and
clusters of 2 to 5 and evergreen? evergreen, the fruit a woody or papery cone of
These are pines. scales with seed?







